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Abstract:
Undoubtedly the most pervasive aspect of all the hype around web 2.0, the focus on social
networking is driven from outside our institutions. Interest in social networking is especially high
among students, and they already use these tools extensively for personal reasons. Because of
students’ tremendous interest, colleges and universities are increasingly going to be seeking ways
to employ similar strategies. Although there are not yet many institutional examples of social
networking, there are easily dozens of examples that are familiar to students and used by them
on a daily basis; institutional uses will emerge very quickly because these approaches clearly
appeal to students.

Social networking is all about making connections between individuals. Conversations that take
place in social networking contexts are inherently social, and most likely related to social activities
and interests. These topics foster deep connections between people when they are shared and
discussed: forming such connections is the heart of social networking. As danah boyd has noted,
online spaces like Myspace and Facebook give students a safe place to gather, in much the same
way that young people of previous generations hung out at the burger joint, the roller rink, or
the mall. Social networking is second nature to students already and the impetus for us to use it
is coming from them. For them, it is ubiquitous now; our challenge is to apply it to education.

This workshop will be afford participants the opportunity to be exposed to a range of social
networking tools and other related technologies. The thrust of the workshop will be a dialog
around the relevance for teaching, learning, and creative expression. In addition to examples, the
outcomes of this workshop will focus in on how social networking on campus will help shape the
emerging eco-system that blends "learn, work and play." Participants are encouraged to bring
examples with them along with questions as to the pedagogical use (or critique) of these tools in
framing an engaged, learner-centered curriculum.


